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Whole days and nights, and work his eyes oal.*' 
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LETTER 



TO TH£ 



REVIEWERS OF " ITALY. '^ 



It has been started as an objection to my work on Italy, 
that it had no Preface. Many reasons might be assigned 
for the omission : --one may sufSlce— I had nothing to say. 

** Talking of the Alps and Apennines* 
The Fyrenean and the river Po,** 

I had exhausted even my woman*s garrulity; and was as 
-weary of my pen, at the end of my two quarto volumes, as 
I had been of my cairii^e, at the conclusion of mj two 
years* journey. Even still I should be unable to *' furnish 
forth** a preface, had not the inditers of daily criticism 
sillied me with-the necessary de quoiy by the blundering 
manner in which they have performed' their task of filling 
up the intenral, which has accidentally occurred, between 
the publication of my work, and the quarterly and monthly 
apparition of the ^* All hath hereafier.'' 

It is now, I believe, twelve or fouHten years since the 
st^posed literary organ of Government gave the word toaU 
subaltern scribes to bear down upon and attack whatever 
I should print : and the pubtic y^ allow that the «* raga- 
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muflins" of this '^ ancient PistoP (who, by the bye, like 
Sir John Falstaff, has 

♦« Misused the King's Press most ,*') 

^' have done their s^Hriting"' faithfully, if nof gently." 
They have attacked me in e?ery point where the woman 
was most susceptible, the author most sensitive. They 
have attacked my public profession, and private character, 
my person, my principles, my country, my friends, my 
kindred, even my di*ess. They have done every thing to 
injure, but— praise me ; ibr, afler all, 

" It is their slaver kills, and not their bite." — 

Hitherto, I have been, for the interests perha^ of truth 
and of literature, something too loth *^ to stir at these in- 
dignities.** Even now, if I come forth among my nameless 
assailants, ** I swear by yea and nay,'* or any other pretty 
oatli, *tis more in fun than fear — less in spite than sport. 
The shafts they have long let fly at me, and all that is dearest 
to me, have been shot from masked batteries, and ^* dipped 
in double venom*** The arrow with which I return their 
assault, will fall poi^nless, though not perhaps pointless. 
Mine, I trust, will be true lady's archery, fair, though 
irregular ; my aim taken in the garish eye of day — my name 
anaoimced — my cognisaneeblazoned-— my deviceknown— « 
and my heart worn, as it always has been, 

f* On my sleeve, for (even) daws to peck at." 

Thus simply armed and frankly avowed, unmasked, un- 
shielded buti>y truth, alone in the midst of my ambushed 
foes, I take my ground ; 

*( And as I truly fight* so help me Heaven." 

'. ' The iMcidcntal drcumstance of being bom and educated 
in a land stamped with the impress of six centuriea of de- 
grailaiion^-«4he natural tendency of a female temperament 
to a-prompt, uncalculating sympathy— -«nd the influence of 
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that sturing quality called indignation (as often a con-» 
stitutional as a moral affection) — gave a direction to my 
feelings, and a colom* to my mind and writings, whioh 
' from my ^*- youth upwards'* have remained unchanged and 
indeUble. 

Ireland, the country of my birth and my commiseration, 
became, almost in childhood, my inspiration and my 
theme ; and with httle reading, less judgment, but not 
one interested view, (for when was youth sordid?) I 
embraced the cause of the Irish Catholics, of whom, 
personally, I knew not one. Beginning with the adaptation 
of some old Irish melodies to old Irish tales, badly trans- 
lated, I pursued my vocation, in riper years, through a 
series of national novels, which, had they been written 
with as much talent as zeal, mighl have been powerfully, 
efficacious in the cause they advocated. They had, how- 
ever, a rapid circulation both abroad and at home ; and 
they excited some interest for those to whose service they 
were devoted. ' 

Hitherto, as an Irish novelist, all my politics lay in my 
heart : but my subsequent visits to the Continent, by ex- 
tending the sphere of observation, induced the necessity 
for reseaixh. I saw much, read much, heard much : and 
was aided by one whose sound judgment, philosophical 
mind, and firm principles, were well calculated to correct 
a woman^s rapid inferences, and keep down the tone of a 
novelist's high-colouring fancy : — ^I had, besides, the be- 
nefit of the most liberal and literary society in Europe. 

Under circumstances thus favourable, I was tempted to 
abandon for a time the track of inventive composition ; and 
produced successively my ** France'* and ** Italy." In 
these works I attempted to expose the evils of despotic 
governments, in opposition to the blessmgs and benefits of 
a representative government ; — to display the fatal effects 
of a powerful and intolerant superstition, as opposed to the 
enlightened doctrines of rational and revealed religicm. I 
did this (at a moment when the dogmas of Toryism ran 
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highest) at all risks and at all sacrifices. Profit, pleasure, 
and dbtinction, for myself and for those whose sake they 
would have been most valuable, might have been the re- 
compense of a more prudent direction of my trifling 
talents:^ persecution, privation, and calumny, were the 
ineviuble result of that line which, with more honesty than 
discretion, I voluntarily adopted. * 

' This will not appear a vain boastt when the miserable 
staff is considered, which fills the periodical sheets of the 
ministerial press ; and which is purchased by pensions, places, 
and honours, more proportionate to the sacrifice of principle 
and of respectability required for its production, than to the 
literary talent evinced in- its composition. Whoever writes for 
the interests of the public, must seek his recompense in the 
approbation of his own conscience. ^^ Honours and emolu- 
ments " (says Lord Oiford) <* are in the gift of the Grown. The 
Nation has no separate treasury to reward its fUends." 

^ As Beviews, political and literary, in France and&gland, 
were not found sufficiently influential in suppressing my 
writings, whole volumes were got up by the Ultras of both 
countries. One, for instance, was published by£olonel Do P — , 
now a member of the Institute of France, This gentleman 
introduced himself at my house in Dublin (having no other 
mode of making my acquaintance), where he was hospitably 
entertained, and presented to many persons of rank and 
fashion. A few weeks' after his departure, appeared his book 
written against my « France*" When Mr. Du P— read to me 
the complimentary passages in the opening of his MS. I little 
guessed the virulence which was to be displayed, upon a purely 
literary topic, in its subseqnent pages. 

Much about the same time appeared another work, which 
was said to be the production of the same person who translated 
my *' France " so falsely, that I was compelled to protest 
against it in the French journals ; and who brought out a gar- 
bled translation of Florence Macarthy, in opposition to one 
done under my own eye, to which he prefixed a life, less 
faithful and veracious than the translation itself. At the expira- 
tion of three years, appeared Mr. ^layfair^s *' France, not the 
France of Lady Morgan," of which I know nothing but from 
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Hacl I, in the works alluded tO) written one line oiensiVe 
to public moralSfit would luive beenam^ofi^le to the.krws^ 
and the laws would hare had their course. Nay more, an 
inquisition..b«yond the laws would have sufnmoned the 
author before its star-chamber tribunab ; and never since 
the faggot was kindled, and the pile raised, fix* thie ^infor- 
tunate female victims of the ferocious Jeffi^js,^ was dame 
or damsel so roasted, as the author of *■'' France" and 
'' Italy** would have been, if the familiars of this new h^ 
office could have detected her in any one of those, sins as- 
cribed by the false witnesses of the ministerial press to her 
two last works. 

The attack made on *^ France" in the Quarterly Review 
is too notorious to dwell upon. It produced an elfect as 
unexpected by the author as the critic : it assisted to hurry 
on the sale of the work it was intended to suppress ; of 
which four editions in England, two in France , and four 

the extracts given of it in the papers (being abroad at the time 
of its publication). In these extracts, however, there were the 
foulest falsifications of my text t ope in particular, in an anec- 
dote respecting my friend Ifadame JeromeBonaparte (Mrs. Pat- 
terson). 

Criticisms and a biography of me, in a French publication, 
were also written, as I have reason to know, by two ladies 
(British) of notorious chasacter, whom I refused to visit. 
Against *^ Italy " a heavy pamphlet has appeared, accusing- me 
of <* calumnies" against Lord Bentinck. This is said to be the 
production of a military officer, holding distinguished appoint- 
ments wider the British Government. 

I «( Two women were condemned to be burnt alive^ for in- 
dulging the sweetest of female virtues— compassion for the 
distressed. The Lady Lisle, widow of Lord Lisle, and 
Mrs. Gaunt. "~Sir John Dalrymple, Reign of James the Se- 
cond, part Ik- book iL 

For this and similar acts, James appointed Jeffireys Lord 
Chancellor of Bogland on his return from the circuit, which, 
in allusion to its atrocities, the Royal Stuart was woot fiice- 
tiously tocaU ** Jeffreys* campaign 1" 
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in America, were rapidly exhausted. Even the chiefs of 
the Tory party affected, in public, to be ashamed of the 
clumsy and ungentlemanly manner in which their work 
was done. In prirate, however, they asked the Re- 
viewers to their tables, on the strength of such exertions. 
But for the Quarterly, with respect to my writings, it has 
*' its own quietus made,'* and I have done with it.' 

** Italy" was published on the twentieth of June, and' by 
the twenty-third, in three days, "nay, not so much," some 
of the journals, hostile to liberal principles, had tried, 
judged, and condenmed it ; though one of the leading faults 
attributed to it was, that it consisted of two huge quarto 
volumes. By the first of July it was abused by almost 
every ministerial newspaper, journal, and magazine, which 
happened to be on service during the short interval. 

And now, '* ye wratk-enkindled gentlemen," whose rage 
is excited, and whose loyalty is got up, at — so much per 
sheet, who review without reading, and are read without 
being reviewed, I would call you over 



* Generally, 



Man by man, according to the scrips" 

and I would show you off for the entertainment of the 
public, as showmen exhibit apes, not for \heir beauty or 
utility, but for the malignant ingenuity of their foul and 
mischievous tricks. I would " stir up with a long pole" 
that heavy nondescr^>t, the Literary Gazette,* floundering 

> The Quarterly may now write for, or against me, aa it 
pleases— c'e#t ^gal. In all that cotioerns my writings, it has 
reduced itself to the state of a compatriot of mine, of inventive 
notoriety; who, calling one day at dinner for bread, observed 
to his neighbour, *' I |^ve told that fellow I want bread twenty 
times." *< He doesn't believe you, dear," replied his com- 
panion. 

^ The Literary Oazeite, which was carried on with some 
spirit while under the direction of Mr. Golburn (now the pub- 
lisher of decidedly the best and most amusing Magazine in 
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and flouncing in the shallows of iu own eternal dulness ; I 
would ^MUmout'' the Morning Post, the never-tO'*]»&>r^ad 
and always-to*>be-laughed^t Morning Post, which Ridicule 
has ** marked for ber own ;" and so on with the. whole 
mdnagerie^ but that, just now, I haye not time to do (equal 
justice to aU, and give '* to each his due." I must therefore 
hold you over, as sporfe^en bag th^ir foxes, for a future 
chase ; selecting from your number #ne, who represents 
you all, and whose revief4/ of my work, made up of dregs 
extracted fipm the crucibles of the Quarterly and of Blackr 

England), has changed its character since it fell into the hand's 
of the present editor, who has taken such pains to prove, not 
only, that on finishing the ist vol. of my work, "the reader 
will have learnt little abont the Italian cities, and nothing at 
all about the manners and customs of their inhabitaiits,*'-«<iiot 
only that <*he will have found iastruction and amusement in 
scarcely one" of my pages, —but that Loid Byron is no original 
poet 1 1 1— and that he should not be read. En revanche hpwr 
ever, he has always a stock of little Pocket Poets, of his own, 
on hand, which he fires off at the public with various seducing 
epithets :-~one is ^* a modest genius^" destined for immortality. 
Another is an ** apostle of literature^*' worthy of bi« h%h voca- 
tion! A third i» designated as " that gorgeous poet.** En qtteri' 
danty every body rant after, and reads, Ijord fiyron (as well they 
may), and nobody reads the poetical prot^g^s of the Literary 
Gazette, except the editor himself. As far as I have been able 
to trace the individuals who have attacked me anonymously, 
it Will be seen that I have little reason to be ashamed of their 
enmity. This editor of the Literary Gazette, one Of my bitterest 
libellers, notwithstanding his recent outcries against satirical 
writings, was formerly editor of that notorious p<<riod]ca] work 
'•The Satirist,** a publication, which to uame is to describe. Va- 
rious other facts, with which I am acquainted, relative to the his- 
tory of this ci«devant reporter of the Bjtorning Post, and editor 
of the Satirist, would go a great way towards satisfying the 
public, both of the grounds of his criticisms on my writings 
and the weight that is due to them ; but, for the present, I 
forbear. I have ascertained his literary identity, and that is 
mfficient. Xietbii works speak for themselves. 
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wood*8 laboratory, is quioletseiitial in all the propertiM 
by whteh each is distingiiljdied :— the thing I allude to is 
the Edinburgh Magazine' or Literary Miscellany* 

The Edinburgh Magadne ! Land of the learned %nd the 
liberal, land of the Humes, the Robertsons, the Playfaira, 
and the Leslies, can you suffer the time-honoured name of 
your lettered capital to be prefixed to such a thing as this? 
But nations, like hearren, must sometimes submit to bear 
themselves profaned, and to haye their Yenerated names 
taken in Tain for the worst of purposes and in the worst of 
causes. 

And now* '' Room, room, brave gallants." Trot him 
out here on his *' pasteboard hobby," this lord of literary 
misrule, this critical Ghronomastix ^ of the Edinburgh 
Magazine. So here he comes, backed by Messieurs Con- 
;itable and Go. and the long house of Longman ; who as 
they accompany their champion to the lists, and in their 
own names present him his '* three-comer'd heater" or 
^« round rondash," to shield him in the affi'ay, must e*en 
abide the issue. 

** Let the.appeUant's trumpet soand," 
The public *' shall decide the Tictor*8 cbiiiralry." 

EDINBURGH MAGAZINE, JULY 1821.3 
Italy, bjr Lady Morgan, 
** I trust," says Lady Morgan, '* that, in aivomarCs 

> *^ Ediobuigh : Printed for Archibald, Constable and Go. 
Orders for the work should be particularly addressed to Long- 
man and Co. London." 

* " Ghronomastiz, a genuine name, it would teem, for the. 
herd of libellists whp infested those times." 

fV.-Qifford^ Esq, m kU $dii. ofB, /onidii. 

"^ As my work on Italy conid not have reached Edinburgh 
in time to have been read and reTiewed for the July number 
of the Edinburgh Magazine, I have reason to think it was 
mannfactured in London. IXsmtlU of the Quartgrty er§afure! 
and whole phrases of abuse and invective applied to me in 



y Google 



RfiYISWERS OF "ITAI4Y." 11 

work' sex may ^cbAHs privilege ; and that, if the heart 
will occasioniJly midce itself a party in the conoarw, itt 
. intrusions may be pardoned, as long as ihe facts detailed 
are baeked, bejrondthe pdssibUity of dispute^y by the 
authority qf contemporary ies timoniesJ" W e have always 
been accustomed to ccmsider' the words '^ privilege of 
Parliament^'* as the most yague and nncertaia thai the 
English language, or the English constitution, can boast of. 
In this opinion we haye erred. Lady Morgan has practically 
demonstrsited, that, of alLthe saliros eyer entered, to im- 
pose on the credulity, or propitiate the fayour, of mankind, 
that of ''^ privilege of sex"^ is the most conveniently and 
misohieTously general and comprehensive. Is a jolterhead 
of a country member laughed at by an opposition prints 
wherein his folly^ his ignorance, his ductility, or his 
corruption, are ai^imadverted on as they deserve? herises 
in bis place — denounces the daring offimder^ pleads 

the review of <* Italy," have been already applied hj William 
Gifford, Esq. in bis furious editioR of Bea Jooson^ to the 
victims of (to use a term of his own applied to Hard) bis 
«* insans criticism** — ^the Malones, Whalleys, etc. etc. For 
instauce— *' What language of reprobation is sufficiently strong 
to mark the portentous ignorance, which could deliberately affirm 
that the homely and unadorned interlude in the Txkpsbt ex- 
ceeded in the splendour of its exhibition that of all the masks 
of hmson V'-^Notes on the Mash of the Vision ofDeiight^-^Uert 
is, word for word, the < language of reprobation" used to 
«« that Irish woman** in the Edinburgh Magazine. 

** Lord— that a monster should be snch a natural I" — 

Tempest, 

> One would imagine, that this extract was taken from a 
preparatory passage in my work, in which I pleaded sex in 
abatement of a// crif «ci#m upon the work generally; whereas, 
in fact, it is an observation made by the bye, on the sultject 
of Milan, where the hospitalities I received, and the fHendship 
I experienced, might, perhaps, have prejudiced my judgment, 
and hurried me into unintentional errors. 
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*'*' privilege of Parliament** — and ends with a motion, whicli 
is geosrally carried, for providing the would-be patriot 
with cool apartments in Newgate. Here, however, the 
matter rests. The session of Parliament and the durance 
of the patriot terminate together ; and the sinner issues 
forth from his opprobrious den to commit new trei^sses, 
without, perhaps, encountering fresh castigation. But 
does an ambulatinig scribbler of bad novels indite two 
goodly quartos, every page of which, almost, is sprinkled 
over with more or less of Nonsense, Ignorance, Indecency, 
Irrehgion, Jacobinism, and Premeditated Perversion of 
Facts? it is immediately hoped and *' trusted that sex majr 
plead its puvniGS, and that, if the heart make itself a 
party in the concern^ its intrusions may be pardoned P*' 
In the former instance, the offence, real or imaginary, 
meets with a punishment in some degree suitable and 
proper ; whereas, in the latter, after every better principle 
of our nature has been outraged — aflei*the laws and in- 
stitutions of our country, and our religion, have been 
traduced and vilified — after the inveterate, the mortal foes 
of truth, religion, and social order, have been held up as 
paragons of philosophy, patriotism, and virtue — after we 
have toiled through blasphemy and Jacobinism, calumny 
and falsehood,— we are immediately called upon to respect 
'* the privilege of sex T and, on pain of being branded 
with inexpiable cowardice, to refrain from making a single 
tilt against such an enormous delinquent, merely because, 
forsooth, the '* work" is " a woman^s !" The age of chivalry, 
alas! is gone by; and '* a woman*s work** against which 
such grave charges are laid, must, no less than a man*s, — 
had any man ever written, such a mass of revolting jargon 
and abomination,— submit to the dissecting knife of criti- 
cism. To give Lady Morgan the full beuefit of our stric- 
tures, however, we shall take care to be most rigidly 
methodical.** 

Thus far the accuser : his charge preferred against the 
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accused amounting to this — '^ that she is an ambulatory 
scribbler of bad novels !— of nonsense !—ignoranccrl— -in- 
decency !— irreligion !— sTacobinism! *— and premeditated 
perversion of facts !— one who has outraged every better 
principle of nature ! traduced and vilified the laws, in- 
stiC!ition9, and religion of ha* country! — that she is an 
abettor of the mortal foes of social ordka !•— a retailer of 
blasphemy !— Jacobinism !->K:alunmy !— «md falsehood ! — > 
and the author of a mass of revolting jai^on and abomi- 
nation ! !" — And this, the accuser calleth ** giving^ the 
accused the full benefit of his Strictures 1 1 r — And now to 
the proofs. The Reviewer gives them in the following 
order : 

*' 1. Nonsense. — To convince our readers that we do not 
dive very deep for examples under this category, we shall 
transcribe the very first sentence of this monstrous literary 
abortion. * ' Thejables of antiquity have assigned to the 
Peninsula of Italy a golden age; and history, sufficiently 
vague, but better accredited^ has peopled its Eden plains 
with confederated tribes; and has covered regions with 
numerous flocks and plenteous haiTests, where desolation 
now reigns over pestilential marshes." Here we have 
*' fables" *' assigning a golden age to a peninsula;" and 
*' history," at once *' vague" and '* accredited," "peopling 
Eden plains with confederated tribes !" — that is, '* con- 
federated" before they ^* peopled the Eden plains ;" though 
where this " confederacy" was first entered into, this 
petticoated ultra-radical has not deigned to inform us. In 
the sentences that follow in continuation, we meet with 
** Europe subjugated (emlscved) to slavery,"— ** a race of 
a mould and Jibre Swarming and violatingy^^scad *' an 
unknown product from the foundery of a new creation 
thinning the ranks of a refined degeneracy !" — In page 3,i 
^^ conquest" is said to be ^' consolidated by usurpation." 
This is one of a thousand instances of inversion of under- 
standing that might be selected from the voliunes before 

• Vol. I. p. 4^ Paris edit. 
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US. We beg to inform Miladi, tbat*' coiMja^** **con* 
solidotM usurpation,'* not usurpation conquest* Boniqparte 
was a successful usui^j^, only, because he was a great 
conqueror. Where did Lady Morgan discoyer that ^' the 
paradise" (Italy we presume) ^^ lured'* (what?) *' from the 
plains of Egypt/* We dare say there ai*e Gypsies in Italy 
as elsewhere ; but we really never heard that Ptolemy had 
ever reigned in that country, although we would be under- 
stood to speak with gi«at deference to her Ladyship^ who 
is obviously very learned in ancient history, having dis- 
covered mxnj facts which had totally escaped the more 
obtuse percq>tions of her predecessors. In page 7^ we are 
informed that '^ hecatombs of Roman lives were ofllerediup 
on the ratification of this alliance,*' (that between Eugenius 
in. and the Emperor Frederick Barbarossa), ** on the 
feast of St. Peter and St. Paul.** What ! was this alliance 
ratified by human sacrifices ? We confess we cannot dis- 
cover a glimpse of meaning in this odd piece of exaggeration 
and nonsense. There is not a whisper in history to justify 
^uch an assertion."* 

And is this the ignoramus you, Messrs. Constable and 
Co., have employed to review books of travels,— to whom 
you have committed the destiny of your literary miscellany ? 
Oh, fie ! M<5ssrs. Constable and Co. ! Though your Re- 
viewer personifies pretension, 

— '• His discourse peremptory, 

His tongue filed, and his general behaviour 

VaxQy and thrasonical/' 

yet his ignorance appears through ^ei'y line, and he ob- 
viously throws himself for infonnation on the author he 
reviles,— upon the " petticoated ultm^radical author,'* — 
wi& an, unconscious simplicity that is very amusing. 
What ! has he read nothing on the early story of Italy ? 
Well, then^ let him look into Virgil, Macrobius, Micali, 
Pignotti ; and in those vmters, ancient and modem, who 
' Vol. I, p. 10, Paris edit. 
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have treatjBd on the aboriginal state of Italy, he will find 
the authorities of all I hare asserted on the *^ golden age, 
assigned by fables to Italy. "^ Any one of the young men 
of the University of Edinburgh wUl point out the passages 
alluded to, and one among them perhaps will translate ^ 

* Notwithstanding one word of Greek, and a few lines of 
Latin, which this Ghronomastiz has borrowed to enrich his 
critique npon Italy, it is very evident hy his shameful bknders, 
that he is utterly ignorant of modem languages. The Quar- 
terly Review, denying that there was such a phrase as '«^o«- 
quH d'arbreSi" threw the Ultras into dismay : but here is a 
gentleman mistaking the common Italian placard, ** qui 
$i vende acqua vita** which travellers read over every pot- 
house from Susa to Naples, for a ** mixture of French and 
Latin;" because ^* vende" (pronounced vendey) looks like the 
French ** vend'* and ^* acqua vita" reminds him of the Latin 
*« aqua vitte/' And on this presumption he declares that I know 
nothing of languages 1 In like manner he obserres, that the 
custom-house officers would say, *^ Ha lei qualche eosa per la 
dogana f" and not, as I have put it, «« Nienteper la doganaV 
If any Scotch teacher of Italian, in a provincial boarding- 
school, has told the Reviewer this, he has misled him. Any 
Scotchman who has been in Italy (and I have met many ac- 
complished persons of that nation, abroad) will set him right 
on this head. -The gruff, smoky Doganiero, who presents him- 
self at the carriage-window, and raises his hand, without 
taking the trouble of raising his eyes, frequently permits no- 
thing more than an interrogating «♦ niente?" to slide out of one 
corner of his mouth, while the fumes of his pipe evaporate at 
the other. As he usually speaks the dialect of his own state, 
his Italian never reaches to the elegant Tuscan <' ha lei.** This 
it is to review books of travels, without knowing any thing of 
the countries of which they treat. All the remarks on my 
French are equally inaccurate,— for instance, the Reviewer 
says, the *« Coup de plat de sabre " is wrong ; that Lady Morgan 
should have written, *«Coup du plat de sabre." The phrase, 
however, is to be found, precisely as I wrote it, in. the Die- 
tionnaire de I'Acadinuey and in the « Dictionnaire critique de la 
langue franfaite.'* This blunder of the Edinburgh -Magazine 
Reviewer being mentioned to an old French officer, he ob- 
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for him (which I cannot stop to do) the following para- 
graph ; in itself a sufficient authority for all I haye adyanced 
on the subject :— 

" I poeti chiamarano secoletoro il tempo di iquei regni 

served, V Si I'on vouiut dire^ qu'une ptrsonne a refu h coup d'une 
autrCy en dUant, U lui a dotme un coup avee le plat du sabre, ecia 
vouiut exprtmor que eo n'Hait pat avec /«. trancbant, quo t'mdU 
vidu fut frapp^f mats avec le plat du sabre ; coup de plat de saSre, 
est ia phrase militaire pour uneespecede chdtiment mUitaire^ trap 
eonnu de nos armees sous I'aneien regime" 

But ttuB u nothing—he has invented sentiments for me, 
eipressiye of the most shameless libertinism that ever dis- 
graced any work, male or female ; such as <^ Lady Morgan calls 
having but one wife at a time, a privation of virtue." I appeal 
from this false witness f to the readers of '^ Italy." — Another 
fabrication^ equally gross, is the following : ^^ With all the self- 
satisfied assurance of the most complete vanity, she tells us, 
that Hannibal, according to Livy, crossed the Alps by Mount 
Cenis." I refer the reader to vol. first, page a4.* The passage 
thus misconstrued, purposely and knowingly, is as follows : 
(« From such a site as this Hannibal halted his Carthaginians, 
and pointed to the recompense of all their arduous under- 
takings— firom such a siteasthiSf the Lombard Albion passed," 
etc^ etc. etc. 

'^ The moon shines bright— m such a night as thisy 
TroUus methinks mounted the Trojan wall." 

** In such a nighty 

Stood Dido with a willow in her hand ;" 

say Lorenzo and Jessica— and yet, they did not mean to say, 
that on that particular night in which they v?ere seated in 
PoBTu's garden, Taoavs <* sighed his soul to Gressida,"— or 
Dioo 

<^ Waved her love to come again to Carthage. " 

Of Livy, his name, or authority, there is not a single word; -^ 
and yet this is the way I have been always reviewed i the 
object beittg> eoute qui eoute^ to stop the sale of my works, and 
prevent my writing at alL 
' Vol, I. p. 24, Paris edit. 
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che la lor fantasia seppe abbeUire con le pit* se&icenti 
narrazhni, mentreche la riconoscenza naziondle collocd 
in cieto i nomi diqueibenefattori delT umanitaC^ — L'ltalia 
aTanti fl dominio dei Romani. 

From the same sources he may derive infoimation on ^he 
early confederacy of the Italian States ; of which Micali 
observes, " T^tti questi popoli riuniti con vincoli duna 
comune origine, traevano^ cib non ostanie^ dalla reli- 
gione e dalla politica, il principal Jbndamento della lor 
concordia sotto la tutelar custodia di una nazione con- 

FEDERATA." VOl. i. p. 149. 

*' We meet (observes this Pseudo-Reviewer) with Europe 
subjugated {enslaved) to slavery.'* But according to my 
IHsh bog-latin, '* subjugated,"' from its derivation, means 
literally ^^ passed under the yoke !'* It is related that the 
Romans did so upon an occasion « 

" Patience perforce with wilful choler meeting ;" j 

but they were not therefore enslaved ! The Reviewer is 
referred to any Roman History (abridged for the use of 
Young Ladies). 

" In page 3," adds this Captain O'Blunder of the Edin- 
burgh, — ^^ in page 3, Conquest is said to be consolidated 
by Usurpation ; but I beg to inform if I'/o^iV that Conquest 
consolidates Usurpation!" 

Oh, my Chronomastix, you may *' tell that to the 
Marines," but the Caesars and the Napoleons would never 

' This epithet of " Mitadi " is meant to be wit, hut it canoQl 
pass for originality. It has been worn threadbare in the ser- 
vice of Blackwood's Magazine, who received it, a little the 
. worse for wear, from his Dublin contributor : — thence it passed 
to the \^ Morning Post ;** and is yet deemed worthy of adop- 
tion by the Editor of the Edinburgh Magazine. But wit is 
like cookery,-— . * 

— ** Et souvenez-vous bien, 

Qu'on diner r^chauffft ne valnt famais titxt^'^Bcikau^ 
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have beliered you ! 7*Ae^ were Conquerors firsts Empcrori 
afterwards; and they consolidated the conquests, which 
gaye them an influence oyer the opinions of their fellow- 
citizens, by usurpations, which gaye them power oyer theif 
rights. 

** Where? (continues mon imperturbable!) where did 
Lady Morgan discoyer that the Paradise (Italy, we pre- 
sume,) lured from the plains of Egypt?" etc. etc. etc. — 
Call you this reviewing?—" Call you this backing your 
friends** ! ! ! Messrs. Constable and Co.?— Why Goodman 
Dully Lady Morgan found it in such works as her Reviewer 
evidently nevei* heard of-^in Buonaraoti— in Maffsi— in 
Mazzoghi — ^who all differ in some respects, though all 
ajgree that the early inhabitants of Italy had their origin in 
ancient emigration. " Chi la ripete dalT EgiitoJ (says 
Pignotti}— c/ti dtU Canei; chi da 'questi e dai f^gnici^*' 
etc. etc. etc. 

" Ip page 7 we are informed, (continues the Reviewer 
of " Italy,**) that hecatombs of Roman lives were ojQfered 
up on the ratification of this alliance between Eugenius 
ni. and the Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, on the feast 
of St. Peter and St. Paul i^What, was this alliance ratified 
by blood? we confess we cannot discover a glimpse of 
meaning in this odd piece of exaggeration and nonsense. 
There is not a whisper in history to justify such an as- 
sertion." 

To this I answer, not in the History of '' Jack the Giant 
killer**— — but there b, in the splendid " Hbtory of the 
Italian Republics,** bySiSMOKOi— and in aU other histories, 
which treat of this notorious epoch of the middle ages. 
' * Mon Cousin, voild une belle occasion pour apprendre d 
lire^^BB D*Argenson said to the illiterate l^gnon, when 
he was appointed librarian to the King. 

*' In page 17 ^ we meet (observes my Bignon) with the 
following passage : 

> Vol. I, p. 25, Paris edit. 
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«« « For while the classical annak of Italy, with all their 
Tices and crimes, make a part of the established education 
of Ei^land, the far nobler histor j of the Italian Republicf , 
les siicles des mSrites ignores, remains but little known/— 
It is impossible to determine whether ignorance or non- 
sense predominates in this passage. The classical annals 
of Italy » of which Lady Morgan knows about as much as 
the man in the moon, do certainly make a part of the 
established education of England, and we rejoice that this 
is the case; but we should certainly insult the under- 
standings of our readers, were we to attempt to yindicate 
the study of the classical annals of Italy, teeniin|^ as they 
do with great and immortal examples of patriotism and 
virtue, or to expose ^' the portentous ignorance which 
could describe^^^ the study of the history of the punjr, 
ferocious, and sanguinary RepubHcs of Italy — of the crimes 
of such men as the Due de Valentino, and Popes Alexander 
and Clement —as far nobler than that of Numa, of Tarquin, 
of Brutus, of Caesar, of Pompey, of Augustus, or of Cicero." 

The punj- Republics of Italy ! ! What then, I ask, was 
the state of Rome in the times of the Numas and Tarquins ? 
A cluster of wicker huts, resembling the miserable creaghts 
of the Irish Rapparees : while the marble capitals of Italy, 
the glorious works of the Ocragnas, the Bramantes, and 
the Michael Angelos, still attest the splendour of the Re- 
publics of the middle ages, their wealth, extent, and civili- 
zation. For the Yalentinos, the Alexanders, and the 
Clements, devoted to execration as they are in the pages 
of '* Italy** (where probably the Reviewer first learnt any 
thing about them), they were much of the same sort of 
persons as the Nomas and the Tarquins --(and I should like 
to know, par parenth^Cy which of the Tarquins is the 
Tory reviewer s favourite and model for the study of 
Britbh youth) —like them, impostors and tyrants, affecting 
a divine right to trample on the liberties of mankind. Their 
system was long continued in Europe : ~in England it ended 

> See note in Edinboigh Magasine. 
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Tvitfa the Stuarttf ; and not all fhe Tory magazines in Great 
Britain^not even ^' ours''' of Edinburgh, will bring it back, 

'* Though inclination be as sharp as 't voHU^-~ 

But the examples of study held up by the accused in her 
work, are not the Valentines and Alexanders— they are 
'the Gapponi— the Sli'ozzi— the Ruccellai — ^the Sydneys, 
Bussells, and Hampdens of the Republics of Italy. 

*^ Leonardo da Yinci"^ (says the Reviewer, who accuses 
m« of nonsense) *^ employed upon bis Supper i Our readers 
will doubtless feel- curious to know how long this learned 
painter was occupied in eating his supper ! ! ! We blush to 
say we really cannot satisfy them ! ! !" 

*' Leonardo's Supper,'* it b well known, is the common 
as well as technical term given to Da Vinci's picture, and 
not •* Leonardo's great master-piece, Christ's last Supper," 
as the Ghronomastixof the Edinburgh Magazine supposes. 
And does the Reviewer blush here? Let him keep his 
reviewing blushes for greater instances of ignorance than 
he has yet betrayed ; f^rl have not yet done with him. 

*' 3. Indegemcy.— This may appear an extraordinai^y 
category under which to class the sins of ^ a -womcaCs , 
twork ;' yet truth compels us to speak out. Many of the 
passages in this book are of a kind to shame a rake of any 
sense and judgment ; and whenever'an opportunity occurs, 
we invariably find her Ladyship sporting her badinage, her 
lascivious descriptions, and double entendres, with a free- 
dom, facility, and expertness, that may startle weak nerves. 
We shall only produce one of the least exceptionable in- 
stances of this sort of transgressions, and refer our readers 
to the rest. We 'dare not pollute our pages with the odious 
stuff which this ultra-radical in petticoats disports so much, 
conamore. 

■ ^ Wishing to visit the triumphal arch at Susa (the first and 
almost the last perfect monument of antiquity to be seen in 



y Google 



TLEnXWSB^ OF ^' WJH^yJ* Sit 

Italj tillRome is reacHed), we weM iold that it fttoodib the 
gaixlens of the Governor, behind tbe fort. On aaceading 
to its gates, we were received by a veteran, who, for a 
trifling douceur, adm^ed us.within the waUB« and presented 
us, not to the < warder bold,* but to the Governor's house- 
keeper. The keys ff the fortress seemed to hang from her 
smart Franch apron, and some visitants might have found 
that there wa^ ^ more peril in her eye than fifty of their 
swords/ There wa& a saacy mock humiHty about her, 
indicating one, iv/io, though hired to serve, remained to 
rule. As we returned, under her escort, from visiting the 
^rch, we encountered the Governor, a most adibir^Ie 
dramatic figure, in full uniform and powdered toupee. 
« ShaU I present you T said she, and, without waiting our 
answer, tripped up to him, continuing, ' Here are two 
Signori, [does her Ladyship mean two gendemen?'] ivho 
wish extremely to see your Belvedere.* The arch look with 
which she said this, let us into the secret of the Governor, 
that his belvedere was, for the present, his chetH$l ds 
'bakUlle. It was a little pavilion at the extremity of a 
bastion : beneath were the Pas [Quaere pays'] de Su%e^^ 

' No^ her Latfyship means to g^ve the JtalUm Idiom as an 
Italian spoke it; *' Signori" is the term al^rays addressed to a 
company of both sexes. —the <'Ad(dio, Signori," the Itatian 
salute, on entering a room where both sexes are present (tan* 
tamonnt'to Good-day, ladies— gentlemen), was^ I remember, 
always translated into French by one of our Florentine vlsitots 
^ambitions of speaking that language), by «< bon joar^ Met" 
.^cMrf."— Such ignorance as this critique indicates, woold dis- 
grace the editorship of a two-penny ballad. Have the *^ Signori" 
Constable and Go. no Italian corrector of the press, to conect 
also their ReTiewerf 

* P^Qaaere pays,**) —This « quaere pays" is worth tmi- 
\\on»\ I X^Est'il possible? {tis the stupid prince of Denm^k 
used to say to his father-in-law, James the Second, upon all 
extraordinary eTcnts), ett-U possibU, that a Reviewer, hired 
by such publishers as Messrs. Constable and Co.— whose << com- 
munioations** probably were ** paHicularty atfdretsed to Long- 
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andlbe yraleB 6f Pieclimiit ; dbo¥e hung the moily Aip^ ; 
and toiTents fell, and gk«am8 trickled on every side. ^ The 
GoTernor vns the Tery epitome of the Vieille Cour, He 
*vra]ked with hu hat off, showed uslus flower-knots, and 
praised the English, by whose advice andrwhoj^e-assistanee 
fortresses once more rose, and gaUantl^orerpom and pretty 
housekeepers ruled them. Nothing could be more theatric 
than the whole scene. The old sentinel, with one ann, 
smoking his pipe, under a broken mh; an old gardener, 
in a faded regimental,** etc. 

The protfs ffLien in the jcounts of this indictment of 
indecency are marked in reprobating italics ^ — they are 
♦^ Housekeeper r-^^^ Mired to serve^ remmned to rule I r 
^'^Jrch look/I r^*' Chevalde bataiUelUr^'' Pas 
de Su%e!Ur ^Vieille Qmr ur and " GaUantlUr 

AIbs ! Ux such phrases as these am I to incur the odium 
of indecency l--t]^ worst a woman can sustain, the last 
shewouldi^oose to bear!— Indecency] These are curious 
times !— -Princes might recal, if they would, the days and 
manner! of the Charleses and the Lotoses !— they might 
take a mistress from the stage, or choose her from the Red 
Brach, and exhibit the ofispring of their illicit lores in 
public and in priyate society, and yet I doubt if one of 
those moral censors, those pure supporters of the ^* social 
order** who fall foul of my ** indecent anecdote,** and write 
down** JSToitfeAree^er,** in Italics, would even, by inference, 
or inuendo, attack these pririleged riolaters of decency and 
decorum! 

^ My simple trnth mnst be abused 
By silken, sly, insinuating lacks,'* 

for the purpose of intimidating the ignorant and the shallow 

man and Company, London,** should make a Quxaa on the 
*'PoM d$ Sutel ! ! /"—Should be start a doubt an^bePtude 
Calacf, he Is lost! Bven Messrs. Constable and Longman wfll 
find him out on that point— that will be a /iH«>^M» indeed! 
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from reading a work, where Ae nefarious system, by wliich 
alone such creatures c?an thrive and flourish, is courageously 
attacked, ^ and fi;ankly exposed. 
The next charge Wrought forward by the Reviewer is — 
lRREHGiOH!i!^"Inpage 3,* vol. 1,'* he says, *' the 
CHRISTIAN Church is described' as founded in sacrifice, etc. 
etc. — This is pretty distinct as to her Ladyship's creed; 
and though compelled to do so in justification, we cannot 
but solicit the indulgence of aU serious and religious persons, 
wjio may take the trouble to wade through this article, for 
eontaminating our pages with the following, — the last 
extract which we shall produce under this head, — ^referring 
merely to the pages where further examples may be found 
in abundance, by all those who desire more. ' Meantime, 
lome devotee, who paid dearly for the privilege, tottered 
imder the burden of an immense black Christ, larger than 
life; while another pious athlete bore a white Christ of 
equal dimensions!' Vol. I. p. 249.^ At his leisure, the 
reader who desires further specimens, may consult the fol- 

' This ait was first resorted to by the Quarterly, and it then 
ijovented that odious calumny by^a distortioii of facts, which 
Mr. Playfa^ir has copied, and which has been kindly refuted by 
some generous person whom I d^ not know, in the Gazette 
Historical, Political, and Literary, of July 9, i8ao. I give the 
passage : — *^ The first count in the indictment runs thus— 
*' The indecent story about not finding a Maid in Dieppe to 
represent the Virgin, is not fit for a book that gets into the 
hands of young people, who have either religion or victue.' 
Does he know that Lady Morgan says no such thing^thtLt she 
never asserted that a maid or a yirgiQ could not be found in 
Dieppe, but the image of the yirgin to carry in the procession? 
The Revolution had spread such desolation, that when pro- 
cessions were revived by Louis XVIII, the priests could not 
find in the chapel an efpgy to represent the person whose 
festival they commemorated. Before Mr. Playfair again quotes 
a passage for the purpose of criticising it, we would recom- 
mend to him rather to consult the original work, than any 
false and prejudiced misrepresentation of it*" 

» Vol. I. p. 4, Paris edit. 3 Vt)l, I, p. 374, Paris edit, 

a 
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lowing pages of Vol. 1. 23, 30» 188, 200, and 249; and of 
Vol. n. 86, 149, 179, 211, 274, and 412.' This la&t is quite 
horrible, and except this woman, there is not, we are con- 
Tinced, another English writer that wotild have penned so 
atrocious an outrage on all rehgion and decency. . Our very 
blood almost curdled to read it. But we must advaiy^e 
ymth our ungrateful examination." 

The anecdote given in this insulated and distorted way, 
is part of a description of a raligious procession, annually 
performed at Genoa, revived and protected by the Kingpf 
Sardinia. The terms ** Crista nero — Cristo biancOy'" are 
taken from the royal and sacred program of the festivals 
The King of Sardinia standsaccountable, andnot the author, 
for this article, with which the immaculate of the Edinburgh 
has contaminated his pure pages. It may be added, thai 
in page 3, Yol. I, there is no such term as the ^^ GBAUTiAir 
Church," it is " a weak invention of the enemy's :"— ^for 
the pages alluded to by numbers, they are the best re- 
futations of the whole charge, and to them the public is 
referred.* . 

" 6. PaEMsnrrATsi) Pertbrsiom of Facts. — ^This is a 
grave and serious crimination, and the proof shall be as 
complete as the vice here-^dicated is odious and revolting. 
Our first example shall be from p. 12 of Vol. I. • ' Francis 

> Vol. 1, pp. 34, 45, 280, 299, 374. Vol. II, pp. 178, 276, 
320, 367. Vol. Ill, pp. 1, 208, Papi» edit. ' 

'^ In reply to these chains of immorality, etc., once for all, 
I appeal from the Reviewers to the works themselves. Let me 
be judged by what I ha^e written ; and not by the commen- 
taries of my enemies, or the dislocated^and insulated passages 
they choose to put forward for their own purposes. It is some* 
what singular that of these zealous advocates for public de- 
cency, there^re few (whose names and histories are known) 
whose lives will justify their hypocritical pretensions, and who 
have not, at some period of their literary existence, been guilty 
of the very sins they so eagerly attempt to fix on the opponents 
of their newly adopted politics. 

3 Vol. I, p. 18, Paris edit. 
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(I.) when a prisoner, in Spain, and weary of confinement, 
pledged his honour to the Elmperor that he would return if 
permitted to^yisit his dominions. When he reached the 
frontiers of France, he bui^st into a fit of laughter at 
Charles's creduHty; and arriving at Paris built a Httle 
pavilion, and callhig it Madrid, took possession of it, with 

* Me void d Madrid.'' Now this story is~ as false as it is 
ridiculous, and what is more, Lady Morgan cannot but 
know that it is false. Will any human being, that is in the 
smallest degree acquainted with history, believe in thv 

* credulity^ of the Emperor Charles V., or that he woiild 
have been the dupe of such an artifice as that recorded 
above?" 

For the violation of the pledged oath of Francis the First, 
and the Pope's absolving him from it, Robertson, MuUer, 
and Sismondi, may be adduced as evidences ; and the main 
fact being established, the episode of the Pavilion, even if 
apocryphal and given on insufficient authority, would haMe 
been no grave offence : but the anecdote of the Pavilion de 
Madrid is as notorious as the existence of the Pavilion 
Marsany and it is possible the Reviewer may know as much 
of one as the other. 

" Of the same freedom," he continues, " with historical 
facts wehave another example in page 26, Vol. I.' 

' The French army, under Louis XIV., became the 
slavish agent of the most egotistical ambition ; and the 
excesses permitted to his troops diminished their popularity, 
and corrupted their discipline. The disasters which closed 
and disgraced his reign left the people discontented, and 
the troops degraded. The military system continued to 
degenerate under Louis XV. The foreign foe was the least 
formidable enemy the army found to encounter. The 
battle of Fontenoy was nearly lost, hecauseforty thousand 
men were left beyond the reach of cannon-shot to guard 
the person of the king, and his ambulating harenL. The 
councils of war, held in the king's cabinet, were presided 

' Vol. I, p. 38, Paris edit. 
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by his mistresses, and governed by courtiers^ whose interest 
it was to counteract the unhappy commander, wh« could 
do nothing without the court/ 

*« We had lately occasion to consuh, witfi reference to 
an historical inquiry, nearly every thing that had been 
written on the subject of the battle of Fontenoy ; and even 
in the periodical publications of 1744 and 1745, many of 
which were in the hdnds of the mortal enemies of the 
French monarch, we never found the least hint of such an 
^surd and monstrous piece of conduct as the king hazarding 
the loss of the batde, by retaining 40,000 men to guard 
himself and his * Ambulating Harem, We disbeheve the 
story in toto as inconsistent, both with authentic history 
and with itself; and we aver that an author of apy veriacity 
would never have produced it unless accompanied and 
fortified by the most undoubted authority," 

To this the author replies, that^ military campaigns and 
periodical publications of the day are not the works where 
anecdotes of courts and cabinets, and the tender indis- 
cretions of Kings, are to be found. And she refers for her 
authorities to the numerous M^moires of the reign of Louis 
the Fifteenth. The " Story," and much more curious 
matter than she has dared to bring forward, will he found 
in the '' Mdmoires Historiaues et Anecdotes de la Gourde 
France du terns de Mad. Pompadour,^'' and in a work of 
much higher character, by Mens. Du Clos, Historiographer 
of France, and Member of the Academic Francaise — his 
well-known' *' M^moires secrets surles Regnes de Louis 
quatorze et de l,ouis quinze^ — As to the " story" of the 
" Ambulating Harem ^' which is '* disbeUeved entirely," 
faith must be involuntary ; but of the fact there ai*e but too 
many evidences,^sorae of them are melancholy enough. 
The beautiful though unfortunate Duchess de Chateanroux 

1 Of this very curious v?ork. Baron Grimm observes, ''Onne 
saurait douter de Tautorit^ de cet ouvrage ; il tient un milieu 
fort interessant entre le genre des m^moiies particuliires, et 
celui d'une histoire gin^ale." 
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was the sultana of this ambulating harem. She had taken 
Agnes SoFel as her model, and urged the King to join the 
army, whither she accompanied him with most of the ladies 
of the court ; the queen only^ and her few faithful friends, 
being denied this distinction. At Metz, the King was 
seized with a distemper supposed to be mortal ; the Bishops 
(one of them a Fitzjames), and the Jesuits who surrounded 
the couch of the royal invalid, insisted on the removal of 
the Duchess ; an4 the King permitted a lettre de cachet to 
be issued against the unfortunate woman he had seduced 
from innocent obscurity. The King recovered, dismissed 
his bishops, and took back his mistress \ who shortly after 
died by poison — the fate of her younger sister and pre- 
decessor in guilt, and in the affections of Louis XY.^ Should 
the Reviewer in the lojcd Edinburgh Magazine startle at 
such royal anecdotes as these, and cry— 

*' A flourish, trumpets! strike alarum, drums! 
Let not the heavens hear this tell-tale woman 
Rail on the Lord's anointed i" 

I must refer him to the pleasantest of all works, written by 
the best of all Tories, the Stuart-loving Evelyn — there are 

' The eldest sister, Madame de Mailly, had preceded thetwo 
others, and, horrible to say, shared the guilty honours lavished 
on the youngest, Madame de Vintemille, who was said to have 
been poisoned by Cardinal Fleury; — a probable calumny, 
though he was her declared enemy. Madame de Mailly died 
in penitence, and in despair, ordering her remains to be buried 
near a common drain, as unworthy a more honourable sepul- 
chre. Such was the atrocious profligacy of the court of Louis 
the Fifteenth* even before the reigns of the Pompadours and 
the Du Barry8,-^and such the fate of the Sultanas of that 
ambulaiing^ harem^ of whom the Reviewer could find nothing 
in the account he read of the battle of Fontenoy, or in the 
periodical publications of the years I'^JH-^S.-^But it has been 
long held out to such flimsy critics, as a warning, that *' a UttU 
residing is a dangerous thing :"— sooner or later, pretension is 
inevitably found out. 
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Stories of royal harems, stationinry and ambulatory, to 
make his hair stand on end 1 For what is a French King car- 
rying his mistiness to the wars, to a King of England taking 
Ms with him to Church? Evelyn, a better authority than 
'^periodical publications of the day" describes Charles 
the Second receiving the sacrament with his natural sons, 
in the presence of their various mothers, whom he (Evelyn) 
so oflen and so quaintly calls ^^ these cattle" 

And here I might rest the merits of my cause, nor wear 
out the patience of the umpire I have chosen, by going 
farther into that tissue of dull malignity, and slandering 
ignorance,^ which makes ^^ the benefit of the strictures" 
on ^*' Italy" in the Edinburgh Magazine, and which is, in 
fact, a *' brief abstract" of all other attacks on my work. 
And if I do once more *' draw my arrow to my head" it 
is not in my own defence ! It is in the cause of one, on 
whom I have most unintentionally drawn down the most 
unmanly, most libellous, and most unfounded attack, that 
ever was levelled at a female character, in the pages of a 
periodical publication. This is not the place to pause and 
mark the origin and describe the object, and the end, of 
all Hterary criticism ; to refer to the times of Longinus and 
of Horace — of Vida ^nd Boileau — of Roscommon and 
Buckingham — or even to the epoch when periodical Re- 
views succeeded to individual criticism, and were first 
founded in England by such men as Smollett, Franklin, 
and Priestley . These are all great names . They belonged 
to men of eminent genius, devoted to the true interests of 

^ Among *Hhe miserable trash indited by this woman, this 
ignorant and foolish woman,'' are placed, as words unknown, 
** caducity, ** — ** adhesion, *' — " domesticity," — ** Romanti- 
cism/' (the designation of a literary sect in Italy, of which a 
history is given in the work reviled)—" ultramontane," and 
many other words the Reviewer supposes I coined : — " dac" 
(tie dulness" a j»hrase of Pope's, he calls nonsense, and so on 
with the rest: this, however, is the way I have been alwilys 
reviewed. 
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literature and public taste ! men who, having in their own 
immortal works proved their capacity for the high calling 
they pvirsued, were — 

** Supreme in judgment as in wit," 
and — 

" Might boldly censure, as they boldly writ." 

Their strictures, however, were confined to works, not 
directed to persons ! They reviewed books, not authors ! 
and applied their critical acumen to literary errors, and not 
to human infirmities. ^ 

The first number of the Quarterly Review founded a new 
era in the history of hterary criticism ; and young and 
insignificant as I ^en was, /* was chosen as the subject of 
an experiment which was to prove the possibility of hunting 
dovm principles and books obnoxious to the spirit in which 
that publication was got up, by bringing in calumny, in- 
vective, and misrepresentation, to the aid of critical strictures 
and literary observation. The plan was followed up from 
time to time, in various publications, and with Various 
success, according to the nerves and spirit of the chosen 
victim to which it was applied. It sent the sensitive, the 
ingenious Keates, to an early grave ! It first struck at the 
reputation, and then at the fife of the unfortunate Scott f 
The cowardly and the cold-blooded, who, secure in anony- 
mous ambuscade, and indemnified, as it b too reasonably 
supposed, by their high employers, for any pecuniary 

* When the unfortunate Mary Robinson read the attack of 
Mr. Gifford, who, in reviewing her works, exposed her infir- 
mities, she is said to have exclaimed, '* Marth hide me!" Her 
prayer was heard 1 

* The Quarterly, alluding lately to that attack, suppotet I 
might then have been young ; and the Quotidienne of August 4« 
1831 (the "New Times "of France), improving on this hint, 
observes, "Lady Morgan^ long tems connue dans le tiScU def- 
nier^ sous le nom de Miss Owenson," etc. etc. ^* long known in 
the last century by the name," etc. etc. 
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damages they might ^ incur hy their libellous attacks cmi 
private character— of such men, each and all, it may be 
said that their dark bile — their constitutional cruelty — their 
malady— or their maHce, must haye found vent somewhere, 
and that " S'ils n'avaient pas dcrit, ils auraient iH as~ 
Sfissins^ They have, however, taken up the safer, if not 
the better trade. But still, not even in that " Boss of 
Billingsgate" the Quarterly — to whose Editor, woman, 
seems a creature of natural antipathy ! — ^not even in the 
blood-stained pages of Blackwood^s pubUcation, have such 
epithets been applied to a female, of any description — 
(even of the worst) — as the Editors and Proprietors of the 
Edinburgh Magazine have permitted one of their writers to 
give to a woman who is not an author — ^with whom a 
literary criticism could have had nothing to do — and who 
is a gentlewoman — a Princess— and, according to the Ja- 
cobite principles of Toryism, is the legitimate Queen 
Dowager of England, — ^I mean Louisa Princess of Stol- 
berg. Countess D' Albany, widow of the late James Ed- 
ward Stuart, the last of the Pretenders. — The paragraph 
here alluded to in the Edinburgh Magazine is as follows : 

'*' Lady Morgan would persuade us that the Countess of 
D' Albany was the wife, and not the harlot of Yictor 
Alfieri, merely because this poetical mad-cap thought fit, 
in one of his wild humours, to honour her with the epithets 
of La Donna mia {La mia Dbrma), The reason of this 
assertion of falsehood^ which every one knew to be such, 
was, that this aduitaess on one occasion deigned to con- 
verse with Miladi from her box, at the Opera, and to talk 
of Alfieri, an honour which she could not do less than 
repay, by a paltry and mendacious attempt to whitewash a 
strumpet who had dishonoured the last branch of the 
royal House of Stuart. It is universally known in Italy, 
as Dr» Moore has long ago informed us, that Alfieri's con- 

^ See the account of the damages paid by the Editors of 
Blackwood's Magazine, in the Scotsman. 



y Google 



lt£TIZWXB8 Olf "itALY." St 

tiei:ion with the Countess of Albany was just of thM sim- 
ple and Convenient sort which generally obtains in the 
land of Gecisbeos (Cecisbei) and Cayalieri Serventi. We 
may, therefore, dismiss this Fomarina^ as i«ady Morgan, 
but for the words of condescension at the Opera, would 
hare called her, with the slender ceremony which our 
country accords to ladies of her caste. ' Lady Morgan 
farther tells us, for she is determined to make a case, that 
the husband was * brutal." Certainly a husband that refuses 
to pander to the libidinous propensities of his faithfiil 
wife, deserves to be pilloried as ' brutal." When a husband 
has once been injured, he is sure to be abused by &11 women 
of loose morals !"* 

Upon the language of this paragraph I shall say not one 
word ; but I owe it to the Countess D* Albany to state, 
that when I was in Italy (and I call upon Lord Burghersh, 
the Britbh Minister at the Court of Florence, to bear 
witness to the truth of what I state) that lady was held by 
the British and Tuscan governments in the highest consi- 
deration; receiving marked attention from the British 
ambassador and his lady ; and from the Grand Duke and 
Archduchess, his daughter ; — ^visited in form by all the 
royal and all the distinguished personages who came to 
Florence ; and presiding over a circle the most illustrious 
by rank, by talent, and h^ virtue, to be found in any 
house in Europe.' 

\ Raphael's Fornarina -was so called from her heing the 
daughter of a fomaro, or baker. Nothing can justify the gross 
perversion of applying this epithet to a daughter of the house 
of Stolberg. 

^ Among the distinguished persons whom I remember to 
have seen in the saloons of Madame D' Albany, in my last visits 
to her, were their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess 
Royal of Denmark (the Princess is heir to the throne, and 
daughter of Matilda of England, sister to his late Majesty), 
their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Wirtemberg, 

2* 
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And now, my "lord of literary-misnile f" my Ghmo- 
jfOHiSTDL! my anonymous assailant of tEe Edinbm^h 
Magazine or Literary Miscellany, I dismiss you ! ! Yoa 
may back your hobby, and retire from the lists ; gratefiil 
for the distinction which has been accorded you in being 
thus pre-eminently held up to public derision, as best 
representing the corps to which you belong. 

** Away I — wretched Impostor! 

Self-loving Braggart 1 

^ Scorn of all the Muses I 

Go revel with thy ignorant admirers ; 
Let worthy names alone.*'— 

For you, Messrs. Constable and Co., whose names ap^ 
pear prefixed to a work, to which the Tonsons and the 
DoDSLEYS would scarcely have lent theirs, I call upon you 
for your thanks. It is not improbable, that your Literary 
Miscellany, but for me, might have been confined to the 
admiration of the tea-table coteries of obscure villages, 
or the subscription reading-rooms of provincial towns ;* 

bis Highness the Prince of Mecklenberg, the Duke and Duchess 
of Alva-Berwick (nephew and niece to the Countess D' Albany). 
To these and other iUustrious foreigners were added the whole 
of the British aristocracy then resident at Florence (a most 
numerous and brilliant circle), who were most generally pre- 
sented to the Countess by the British Minister. The Countess 
D' Albany never goes out of her own house in the evenings. 
Even her visits to the Archduchess are paid in the morning. 
She told me she had not been at the opera for twenty years. 
So much for the anecdote of my gratitude for the notice '* she 
honoured me with from her opera-box." I blush to enter into 
such particulars, where a person of Madame D' Albany's rank 
and years is concerned. With respect to the first ranks of 
European society it is unnecessary— for to that class she is 
universally known ; .but I owe it to her, and to myself, that no 
class should remain ignorant of the foulness of the attack 
made on Aer, merely to wound yne. 
^ Great efforts are made in a Sunday ministerial print. 
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or those still lesser but pretending circles of ^^ Zenign ce- 
ruleans^ wh'o put up with "the cheap andifiriy^of 

>' The Guardian/' to keep the EdMburgh Magazine afloat. 
Both are supported by my old '* tworn foes ** of the Quarterly. 
Extracts from the article on ** Italy," were copied from the 
Edinburgh into the " Guardian," for the special. edificaflon of 
its Sunday readers ; for, zealous in the work of personal defa- 
mation and party rancour, *' Sunday shines no sabbath-day" to 
these soi-disant supporters of religion and social order, — In a 
late number of the *' GcAKDiAir," it is observed, in its elogium 
on the Edinburgh Magazine, ** There is a great deal of sound 
sentey and judicious criticism, in this periodical work," I ! ! — Of 
the ^^ sound sense" the extracts here given of the ^^ Review 
of Italy " (nearly the whole of the article) may suttee ; and of 
the '^judiciousness of the criticism" it may be observed, that 
nothing like an analysis of the work criticised is attempted 1 
nothing said on its scope, nature, or object, or of the style or 
character of its details, — no fair specimens are brought for- 
ward, for or against it ; and the whole ' * judicious criticism" of 
the *' Guardian's" prot^g^e, amounts to a furious tirade against 
a chosen victim, made up of gross fabehoods, coarse invec- 
tives, and the calling of names which better belong to the 
peculiar warfare of St. Giles's than to the pages of a literary 
Review. What, however, is most curious in all this, is, the 
close affiliation of thes« black bands — ^these yieriodical ma^ 
rauders upon fame, character, and reputation. — It is some 
of the leading *' chefs de brigands" of the Quarterly, who have 
enrolled a division of their corps, 

'• The cmJiers of a calm voorld" 

under the banner of the " Guardian,^ who supply the Edin* 
burgh Magazine I contribute to the Courier I and direct the 
operations of the whole of the ministerial press 1 and if they 
sometimes 

" Lead their ragamuffins where they are pepper'd," 

their defeat in one instance only originates a new plan of 
attack in another.— They ** change but the name" and then^ 

*'^e ereatun^s at its dirty work again." 
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second-rate monthly critical Reviews! But now I prefix 
the prize-article of your Magazine to the front of tolumetf 
destined to circulate through Europe, through Amarica, 
and to reach all British colonies wherever British enter- 
prise has placed them. My French pubUsher shall affix 
your " Reuiew on Italy,'" done into the dialect of tes 
Halles, to the second Edition of his translation; and, thus 
preserved, your |Magazine may be quoted by future and 
foreign hterati, as a curious specimen of the low state to 
whi(^ criticism and periodical publication were brought 
in Great Britain by party spirit, in the beginning of the 
49th Century ; and, still more, it may serve as a proof of 
the contempt in which such works were held by contem- 
porary witters— even by one whom they most reviled, and 
that one — a Wom&n ! 

In dismissing the Edinburgh Magazine, a word may be 
laid concerning the British Critic, which, in its review of 
•* Italy," gleaned much of its raw material from the pages 
I have just examined.— The British Critic is edited by a 
clergyman, its contributors are clergymen, and its readers 
are said to be exclusively clergymen ! From such '* spirits 
pure,'' much might have- been expected, and whatever, in 
their opinions, were my "manifold sins,'' still I might 
have hoped more from their Christ an mildness, than from 
the uncharitable severity of my laical judges. — To their 
pages belonged a tone of evangehcal reproof I 9 pious 
e£fort to lead the sinner to repentance ! a fair summary of 
errors, and a gentle exhortation to recant them ! I might 
have expected this the jnore, because all the . heterodoxy 
of my work is confined to a preference of Christianity to 
huBian substitutions and depravations — the New Testa- 
ment "without comment," to the British Critic — and the 
Apostles and Fathers of the primitive church, to the Car- 
dinals and Canterhuiys of more canting Xhrnes. 

The review of Italy, however, in the British Critic, ts 
not Eifangelical ! the Reveraid Reviewer declares him- 
self, it is not etea to be, what all reviews ought to be. 
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•' analjrticj'^—he meaas it, he says, **to be rather sjn-- 
thetic ;"" and the following pa3sage, copied verbatim from 
page 113 (August, 1821) affoi:ds a ^ecimen of his nelioii 
of that term : 

•' It is a sight" (says the Reverend Reviewer) "right 
pleasant to behold, when manrand wife differ Very much 
from cat and dog, when the opposite elements of male 
and female disposition are so equedly intermingledlhatihe 
matrimonial animal, which is the produce of the two, 
seems to possess more of individually ttwm» of compo-> 
•ition/* 

This paragraph is curious, as coming from a Protestant 
divine; that it should be a ^^ sigii right plec^ant, ifiat 
man and wife should differ Jrom (those proverbial oppo- 
nents) cat and dog,'*'' may be an opinion of the Reverend 
gentleman^s, drawn from a fatal experience of its rarity; 
though I seek not to penetrate the "secrets of the" par^ 
sonage " house." But the figurative term of a " matnmo- 
nial animal,'^ though haply '* right pleasant," seems rather 
a light and laical expression as applied to that *' honour^ 
able estate, which signifies unto us the mjstical union 
between Christ and his church J' 

This *'*' syntlteticaV d^but, however, of the Reverend 
Reviewer, is only intended as an attack — not on my 
book — but on my attachment to my husband, on the coin- 
cidence of our opinions, and the unity of our sentiments, 
which his Reverence, in a tone of what he thinks " right 
pleasant" irony, terms an happy "androgynous organi- 
zation"—" a beautiful accord of intellectual hermaphro- 
ditism !" For '* man and wife" not to live " like cat and 
dog^^ may be a palpable innovation {in the Eeueremd's 
opinion), a symptom of radical reform, and a vile attack 
upon the social system ! — it may be a state which ha and 
(to use his own phrase) his *' conjugal Y0KE-FELL0w"may 
never have endured ;— but surely, whatever may have been 
his own private sentiments on the subject, it is hardly 
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accordant with the sflnctimonious grayity of that ^^ church 
and state*^ breviary, the British Critic, to make mairied 
happiness and unity the subject of a sustained and ** right 
pleasant** ridicule, through two whole pages and a half. 

Included in this ^^ SynihfiticaV^ attack upon the poor 
^^ matrimonial animal^^^ there are two others of equal 
importance aad severity : the one '' touching" my bus* 
kand*»ttame ; the objection made to it being, that it may 
confound him (vrith those unlearned in the Red-book) 
with a "wiithy Bagonet,'' who ** genuinelywritea him- 
self Sir Charles" (says the Reverend Reviewer); **w« 
need not inquiry how far the worthy Baronet is pleased. 
ffhat will Mrs, Grundy say to this?" 

I'he other crime alledged against me is, my husband*s 
profession ! — ^for 'tis in vain to conceal it — he is a Cam* 
bridge graduate physician ! a circumstance which affords 
the *' vvgentle duiness'' of my Reverend Reviewer a peg' 
to hang a joke upon, by an application of the worn-out 
hne, 

<« A knight, hight of the burning pestle." 

These personal attacks, which ^^ follow close,''' and are 
too dull and tedious to re-copy, the Reviewei' in the 
*' British Critic" calls *' keeping clear of the analytic ^ 
He then proceeds to infonn his readers that he also means, 
in his review on ** Italy," to *' reject all superfluous or^ 
nament, all the arabesque of anecdote, piquant hon 
mot, private memoirs, etc, etc. etc.'' But even those 
** potent, grave, and reverend signers," his habitual 
readers, might perhaps have been just as well pleased to 
have found "the arabesque of anecdote," the ''^piquant 
bon mot,'^ quoted in his pages, as that violent tiixtde 
against that *' monster," that *' matrimonial animal," con- 
jugal unity in sentiment and opinion, which, whatever 
may be the private feelings of their Reverences of the 
BuTiSH Critic, may not induce them to <;rierau scandale ! 
and to feel the ** Church in danger^* from such mistaken 
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advocates at this. The Reyiewer theft proceeds to show, 
by misquoting and misrepresenting eveiy line he touches 
on, that we (the matrimonM animal) ** lived without 
j^jm^ for our victuals f'' that **an introduction to the 
Casino Nobile of Milan, is like going to drink tea at 
Cumberland Gardens ; that ^* the apothecaries of the north 
of Italy have their attainments mixed up with philoso{ilky 
and general information," etc. etc. etc. These grave and 
deliberate feilsifications of an author^s text, may be part 
of the '• Church polity :" if this be fihe case, the interests 
of *' social order*" are at stake, and the author sacrifioed, 
like the victim of former times, may writhe, but cannot 
resist, under the knife of the high priest, who performs 
the litesof immolation. The Reviewer having hinted that 
I kept bad society as well as good, that I was ill received 
by the great, and I was well received by the lowly ^ be- 
cause, says the Reverend and delicate Reviewer, "the 
ifomit of a Nobile is the feast of a Cittadino,'* sums up my 
character as an author, and the nature of my work, thus 
synthetically reviewed^ by the following q[uotatk>n — 

*' Therewith she speyM out of hbr filthy maw 
A flood of poison, horrible and black ; , 
Her VOMIT full of bookes and papers was." 

Having thus for the present settled a pari of my account 
with the professional reviewers, it remains ^only to make a 
very few remarks on the pamphlet already alluded to, pub- 
lished under the title of ^* Observations upon the Calum- 
nies and Misrepresentations in Lady Morgan's ' Italy,' res* 
pecting the British transactions in that country in 1814-15 ;'' 
a work attributed to a Military Officer. I am, however, 
but little disposed to trespass on the reader's patience, 
by a detailed examination of this Work ; because, like 
Mrs« Malaprop, my critic is so polite an arguer, that almost 
ev^y word he says makes for his-opponent ; and because 
the whole question is before the public. If this gentleman 
is not a professional reviewer, he seems sufficiently prac* 
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tised in the craft ; ^d has condescended (as far as any 
thing bearing the appearance of gentleman can do so) to 
adopt its jargon andpersi/Lige, seeming equally to regard 
a difference of political opinion, as a sufficient cause for 
placing his opponent beyond the pale of human courtesies. 
The very title-page of his book, as applied to a subject 
U|pDn which two honest opinions might be held, and 
appended to a work which contradicts no material Jact 
that could have come within the cognizance of the author 
he attacks, if not in itself a '* calumny'^ and a ^' misrepre- 
sentation,'* is at least a ^'discourtesy," ^ich comes with 
a more especial ill grace from one whose very first chaise 
against me is a want of courtesy to Lord Bentinck. For 
the private and personal character of that Nobleman I 
have the highest respect ; and I should be most sincerely 
grieved, if in the heat of discussion, I had '^ travelled out 
of the record ** to' pai a single word that could hurt his 
feelings. But when an individual enters upon a public 
office, he renders himself amenable to the tribunal of 
public opinion; and I do not think I have written one 
syllable concerning Lord Bentinck's public conduct in this 
instance, that has not beeA asserted both in and out of 
Parliament, by persons, like myself, having a personal or 
epistolary intercourse vnth the inhabitants of Italy. 

With respect, however, to the main point at issue be- 
tween my anonymous opponent and myself, his own Work 
is my best defence. It is no refutation of '^ calumnies'' — 
it is no contradiction of facts ; but a mere special pleading 
upon the case ; and surely it is little creditable to a minis- 
try, that its public policy should require to be defended, 
upon verbal subtilties and equivocating distinctionis. The 
whole dispute, strif^ed of this casuistry, resolves itself into 
these points : Did the English Government promise inde- 
pendence to the Italians? and, if it did, did it kc^ its 

promise? 

Now the truth of my assertions, as to the first particular, 
is not impugned; and the. consequences I have thence 
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drawn, are opposed only by a demurrer, that I (and the 
Italians with me) haye mistaken the meaning of the teroh 
The following are the critic's own words — " Now, admit- 
ting as we freely do, that in these proclamations the Italian 
nation were told that the independence of their native 

country would be the result of their exertions it will 

lemain to be ascertained what this independence meuaf- ; 
and what former epoch in Italian hbtory was alluded to i* 
(p. 5 and 6). The term, howerer, is susceptible of b^t 
two significations; that usually given to the word (an 
exemption fron^ foreign controid and interference), or the 
stale of the sovereignties before the Revolution. But 
whatever meaning diplomacy may aflbct to assign to its 
own words, in order to conceal a wanton deception, it will 
hardly have the insolence to define ^^independence" the 
s^ubjugation of Genoa to Piedmont. In fact, however, the 
words used in Lord Bentinck's proclamations were, JO" 
ciamo si che V Italia cid divenga che ella gidjii irsi suoi 
TEMPI MiGLiORi. ** Let US make Italy what it was in its best 
days ;" which, with respect to Genoa, could mean nothing 
else but the restoration of its Republic to its andeut 
purity. Upon this demurrer, however, a second is founded, 
namely, the impossibility of fulfilling the promise thua 
interpreted. — " If these mystical words, independence and 
former happiness^ had no such meaning, and that Great 
Britain and the ItaUans between them were to expel the 
French from Italy, and then leave that country without 

any government at all, or to take the Herculean task of 

forming the whole discordant mass into one monarchy, €!tc* 
we must unwillingly admit, that the government of Great 
Britain when they authorized, and her organs when they 
issued, such proclamations, were nothing less than mad- 
men, or idiots, or rogues ;" (p. 7). Giving my opponent 
the full benefit of this alternative (which I, at least, never 
disputed), I can only leave the public to make its own 
commentary on the text of the proclamations. , 

But, as if the critic were dissatisfied with his own quib- 
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ble, he proceeds (p. 8) to argue that the Italians, not 
kaviftg co-operated with their English and Austrian inva- 
ders, were not entitled to the benefits of the promised 
independence. What degree of co-operation might be 
expected from a nation garrisoned Ly the French armies, 
I know not ; but the e£fect of the proclamations was cer- 
tamly to paralyze any exertions which the Italians might 
have made against an enemy such as Austria (the object of 
w hundred years' aversion), when coming as an open 
conqueror. But if there is any individual so besotted as to 
believe that the most <letermined abandonment of Napo* 
Icon's system on the part of the Italians, would have 
induced the Austrians, " in any possible case, to lend 
themselves to measures" involving their legitimate claims 
on Italy ,— or would have caused the Britbh cabinet to inter- 
fere for the protection of Italy from ^.ustrian aggression, 
I am willing that, with that individual, my critic's argu- 
ment should have its full weight. In this, as in all other 
Instances, the defence of the allied cabinets is placed by 
this gentleman upon a casuistical sophistry, of which few 
persons, accustomed to reason or to feel, can long remain 
the dupes. In the case of Genoa, the best authorities I had 
the opportunity of consulting on the spot, agreed that an 
active resistance of the inhabitants to the English invasion, 
must have prevented that city from falling into our hands. 
As to the assertion, that complaints came exclusively from 
the partizans of Napoleon, it is a miserable sophism, cal- 
culated to captivate the English ear, and beneath reply. 

In page 11, it is asserted, that, ''in no case could the 
Biitish cabinet be persuaded to lend themselves to measures 
involving in them a contradiction of the principles of 
legitimacy." Why, then, does not the house of Brunswick 
surrender the throne? or if this be too much, why did 
our cabinet deprive Genoa of its legitimate sovereignty, 
laid give it to an usui7)er? But, above all, why did it issue 
the proclamations which form the ground of this discus- 
sion? This metaphysical abstraction of *« legitimacy," full 



y Google 



BEVIEWBRS OF " IT ALT." 4l 

of sound, but signifying nothing, is never used but to cover 
fraud or violence, and to rebut the great principle of a 
nation's right to govern itself. 

In p. 12, it is said, that ^^ the Emperor of Austria's being 
a tyrant i& falser It is not false. He who governs des- 
potically, his word alone being law— he who imprisons 
whom he pleases, and takes what taxes he pleases, is a 
tyrant; and the universal hatred of this Emperor's Italian 
subjects confirms the appellation. What is added, ** though 
perhaps if his subjects were more loyally disposed, his 
nde might become less severe," is a cold, unfeeling sar- 
casm, that would hardly be expected from a Turk, If the 
mass vf the British people concur in thinking that Lom- 
bardy owes loyalty to Austria, it would be well, at once, 
by an act of parliament, to put an end to the British con- 
stitution, in order to prevent the high-minded and inde- 
pendent few from consuming time, means, health, a»d 
life, in a vain attempt to avert inevitable despotism. 

In p. 15, it is asserted, that I falsely state the flag of 
independence to have been displayed on the Bocchetta ; a 
mountain, I believe, unfortified, where eonsequently no 
flag could be displayed. My critic must have known (if 
capable of understanding English) that the expression was 
equivalent to the common figure, *' the flag of England 
floats upon the Thames ; the French ensign flies upon the 
Seine." The fact is in itself indiflerent, and I cannot but 
think it was seized upon for the sole purpose of misleading 
the public. 

With respect to the manner in which the cession of 
Genoa took place> I have described it upon the concurrent 
testimony of many Genoese ; namely, that the Sardinian 
flag was hoisted one morning unexpectedly to the inhabi- 
tants, and to their utter consternation. As for what the 
critic adds, that " I express my astonishment (perhaps my 
regret) that the garrison was not massacred," the following 
are my words, *' and yet the Genoese did not rise en masse 
to massacre the English, the violators of a trust so sacred f 
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To the glory of the Genoese be it recorded, that even in 
the bitterest moments of disappointment and suflfering, 
they did not accuse the British military." I appeal from 
this " officer ^^ to the slowest intellect and most vulgar 
mind in Europe, if he has not foully slandered me in this 
particular. As to '' the English takmg all they could get," 
the context equally shows that this refers only to the hos- 
pitality they experienced ; and cannot be construed, with 
any decency, into a charge of dishonesty against our mili- 
tary — a crime foreign to their character and habits. 

So much then for the '* calumnies and misrepresenta- 
tions" of which I stand charged by this anonymous pani-» 
phleteer. That I do not agree with him in his slavish, 
sycophantic, and let me add, un-Euglish conclusions, is 
my misfortune ; I can neither get place nor promotion by 
my sentiments. I hope the same is not the case With him, — 
the labourer is worthy of his hire. 

For this obtrusion upon f^ublic notice, I beg to solicit 
indulgence, and to offer my excuses. 

Literary disputes, between authors and their critics, 
were formerly subjects of mere literary interest, to literary 
circles exclusively. To the world in general they were 
topics of indifference, or matter for ridicule. The warfare 
of such 

*' Phantastical phantasms, 
Such unsociable and point-device companions. 
Such rackers of orthography," 

as worried Pope and annoyed Sterne, was still made within 
the pale of literature. But in the present day, criticism, 
under the cover of a periodical review of books, has bc^ 
come the means of attacking principles, and a^rery efficient 
source of political and ministerial influence. In a country 
where books and their authors can no longer be burned, 
and where the Uberty of the press is still upheld by the 
illumination of the people, an effort is made to neutralize its 
blessed effects by a covert attack upon all the vital interests 
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it supports. A host of professional writers, whose vocation 
lies in their necessities, urged by interest and unrestrained 
by principle, hare ranged themselves under the standard of 
corruption, for the purpose of undermining the constitu- 
tional liberty of the land, by merciless assaults on all whose 
writings tend to support it ; while, under the licence coii- 
ceded to their anonymous and political warfare, pique^ 
envy, or invidiousness are permitted to scatter their ran- 
dom shots, in personal shmder or calumnious misrepre- 
sentation. 

But a few more deaths like Reates^ and Scott's — a few 
more vilifying and unfounded accusations, such as my sex 
has not saved me from — and life endangered, charactir 
blasted, feelings wounded, and indignation preying on 
itself, as it stifles, in its proud and spirited contempt, the 
prompt defence to the vile assault which has roused it — all 
must tend to terminate a conquest unequally supported by 
the exposed few, and the hidden many ; in whose favour^ 
the generosity or indifference of the pubUc must soon 
determine. 

With respect to the general interests of literature, it 
may be advanced without fear of contradiction, that they 
have been more injured than benefited by the prevalency 
and influence of periodical reviews. Even the best and first 
of such pubhcations have been accused of national par- 
tiahties, of personal predilections, and of being subjected 
to the influence and interests of the publisher for whom, 
and in whose name, they are edited ; while with respect to 
the whole corps of professional literary umpires, it is 
undeniable that their works have tended to check the free 
play of public judgment, by ferestaUing its decisions ; 
have enfeebled public taste, by pretending to guide it ; 
have thrown Hterary opinion into leading-strings; and 
while, by imposing commentaries and scanty analyses, 
they have saved the indolent the trouble of reading, and 
the shallow the pains of thinking, they have supphed dog- 
matizing pretension with a tempting assortment of roady- 
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cut and dried decisions, upon Tvorks unknown to it in the 
original ; and thus furnished it with the means of giving 
the law in society, from whence those more highly gifted 
with original views and independent judgments withdraw 
in disgust, if not in intimidation. It is also from the multi- 
pUcity of periodical reviews of every calibre, and of every 
price, that the sphere of blue-stocking coterie-ship has 
been extended, and that literary discussion, in more en- 
lightened circles, has been placed under the ban of ridi- 
ode ; for all fear to share that * ^ dread laugh" raised against 
those Messieurs Trissotins, who prey on the pages of perio- 
dical publications, as silk-worms feed on less noxious 
leaves, and spin out again the light nutriment they have 
imbibed, until the flimsy fragile web, though it catch none 
but gad-flies, usurps and supplies the place of stuff of 
nobler texture, and more sterling material. 

Literary Reviews were made for mediocrity— *hey have 
done nothii^ for superior genius ; they are the converse of 
Falstafl^s proposition on wit. Good works, in the present 
day, have succeeded in despite of their calumnies, and bad 
ones have failed in spite of their support. la the past days 
of literature they did not exist. When Chaucer, Spenser, 
Shaskspeare, Jonson, and Dryden wrote,— those great 
landmarks of British literature ! there were no Reviews. 
Tbese writers started fairly and unimpeded, for the goal of 
imnaortaUty ! and reached it, — and if one name, destined 
to be added to this glorious list, was not '' obscured in its 
original brightness^''' if it had not its brilliant dawning 
hurried into mitimely obscurity ; it was due to the young 
and firm nerve of him, who. stood the brunt, and returned 
the shaft hurled at his aspiring genius ; — a shaft which, 
had its aim succeeded, would have deprived this age of the 
poet, whose name in after-times may, perhaps, most dis- 
tinguish it. 

Anid now, about to withdraw from the lists, which I 
entered with more gaietd de cosur than I depart withal, 
I cannot take my leave of that public, to which I have 
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appefied, without offering some adpiowledgments of my 
sense of its protection and indulgence, which have ahnost 
rendered the foregoing defence against unfounded chaiges 
unnecessary. It is to the support of that public I owe it, 
that in spite of the shoals and shallows, which have im- 
peded my Uterary course, I have still been enabled to keep 
my little bark afloat. Pirates, and privateers, weekly, 
monthly, and quarterly, with their letters of marque from 
high protecting powers, have opened their broadsides, and 
played off their small arms in vain. — Public opinion was 
still my pilot ; and, towed safely into port by its assist- 
ance, I have never yet been run a-ground. The price given 
for my last venture from Italy ^ a price (says one of my 
critics) 

«< Enoagh to bear a royal merchant down," 

is the best answer to those who have endea^roured to un- 
dervalue the cargo. 

Sydney Morgaic. 

Heahitage^ 
September iS, 4824. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

^U the GuvSes through the various countries of Eu^ 
rope, published by Galignani, are incalcuktbly su' 
perior to any that can he procured in London or on 
the Continent, as they ha^e been compiled with the^ 

' utmost care from all the most esteemed works of 
Trai^eU since i8i4'— «wrf *fe« Gentlemen by whom 
ikey hai*e been arranged hat^e euritmed them with 
much n&w and ualuaole matter, the result q/* ver- 
so n ax ohsenfation, 

NEW PARIS GUIDE, on Stranger's Compahioii 
tHROtTGH THE Frengh METROPOLIS, 9th edition, I thick 
vol. i8mo. price g fr., or lofr. bonnd; embellished iridi 
a map and eight beautiful engrayings; containing a foil 
and accurate description of the churches, palaces, public 
buUdings, and most remarkable private hotels; the 
dieatres and places of amusement, the museums, libraries 
and other repositories of the fine arts and all the public 
establishments and institutions ; the catacombs^ <^me- 
teries and every- other object of interest and cnriosftv m 
that city; to which is added a most ample introduction, 
containing a concise history of Paris, and every informa- 
tion necessary or useful to ijie stranger in Pans, accom- 
panied with iriirections for travellers by the various roads 
to it; a historical and picturesque aescriptisu of the 
Envibohs op Paris, not to be found in any other work 
of the kind ; comprising also a plan for ifiewing Paris 
thoEOughly in a week, with an explanatory Panorama, a 
Directory qf Parisian Tradesmen, a comparison of Freiicli 
and English -weight? a^d measures, coins, etc. ; forming 
altogether a most complete Picture of Paris in its an- 
cient and present state. 

THE PLEASURES OF PARIS, or anacconnt of 
ihe various amusements of this city, concluding, with a 
few necessary caotions to young Englishmen on their 
first arrival in Paris, by B^jamin Brevity, Esq., i8mo. 
foBrth edition. Price 4 fr. 

THE ENGUSfl^AW IN PARIS, or the art of 
ruining oneself in a short time, Dum vivimus, vivamus , 
I vol. i8mo. pric# 3 fr. % 

GUIDE X^aOtGH FRANCE, chiefly compiled 
from Coxe, wit}\, additions from various recent authors, 
3d edit, i thick vol. i8mo, price 9 fr., or 10 fr. bound \ 
vCOQtfUoiDf ft hi^toacaly geog^a^liical wsxd picturcfq^ 
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ilcscription of every remarkable place in Aat kiagdom;^ 
w ith notices of the routes, inns, climate, natural pro- 
luctioBs, antiquities, commerce, manufactures, etc. ; to- 
i;etherwith views of society, manners, value of coins, etc. 
GUIDE THROUGH ^ITZERLAND, ad edit, i 
lliic^ vol. iSmo. price 9 fr., or 10 fr. bound ; chiefly conn« 
liled from the works of Ebel and Colte ; whh ^valuable 
idditious from the observations of recent travellers never 
jefore published ; containing plans of Touts through all 
:he most intcrcii ting parts of that country, with sketches 
>f government, manners, commerce, soil, manufactures, 
^*tc. ; a complete vocaoulaty in English, French, and 
S.triss, etc. etc., a detailed account of Geneva, Zurich, 
Lausanne, etc.- names of best inns, value of coins, etc. 
GUIDE THROUGH ITALY, second edition, i thick 
vol. i8mo. price q fr., or 10 fr. bound, carefully com- 
piled from tbe works of Goxe, Eustace, Forsyth^ Viiiers^ 
Reichard, etc. ; with a general detail of its antiaoities, 
soil, agiiculturc, manners, and customs; a full and accu- 
rate sketch of Rome, Florence, Naples, Milan, yenice, 
etc., forming a complete ^uide totbe scholar, antiquary, 
and general tourist, and m every respect a most correct 
and highlv finished picture of modern Italy ; an itinerary 
of the different routes, inns, value of coins, etc. 

GUIDE THROUGH HOLLAND AND BEL- 
GIUM, 3tl edition, compiled from the works of Boyce, 
Reichard, Romberg, etc., i vol. i9\aao. price 7 fr., or 8fr. 
bound; containing an accurate account of Bruseels, 
Ghent^ Antwerp, etc. ; with a sketch of those places ren- 
dered mteresting by the victory of Waterloo, and a view 
of thie government, history, manners, and comlbcrce of 
the Uniicd Netherlands, and an itinerary of the diffe- 
rent routes, inns, etc. 

THE NEW POST TRAVELLIING BOOK, or 
Journal, price 3 fr. is indispensable to persons travel- 
ling on the G)ntinent, and ifill be found of the greatest 
utility. 

THE FRENCH INTERPRETER, gth edition, ivoL 
i8mo. price 5 fr., or 6 fr. bound ; containing copious 
dialogues on every subjecty-la vocabuKry, notes and let- 
ters, etc., with a view of the relative raluQ of the diffe- 
rent coins, presenting in the most distinct manner tho 
exact pronunciation with the Parisian accent. B^ F. 

W. BiAcvoff.^Ii is impowibl^ Son any pw^ sm^yini^ 
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chis Youftbnlary not to acquire the tm* pronunciation I 

of ibe French Language in a very short time, and with 

the greatest facility. ; 

NOUVEAU MANUEL DU VOYAGED R, oy 
the Traveller's Pocket Gompanion, and edition, i toi. ' 

oblong i8mo. price 5 fr., or 6 fr. bound ; consisting of ^ 

copious and fanuliar conversations, in English, French { 

and Italian, together -with a complete vocabulary, 
tables of the relative value of the different coins, models ' 

of letters, notes, etc., by M. Boldoni. ^ 

COMPLETE WORKS OF LORD BYRON, third 
edition, G vol. lamo, price only 35 fr., printed on vel« 
Jnm paper, with a portrait of the noble author and a 
sketch of his life; containing his English Bards arid ' 

Scotch Reviewers, and other suppressed poems, in ad- 
dition to all the works recently published by his Lord- 
ship. This edition, the only complete one published, ' 
amounts in price to less than one 4th of the London one. « 

HOURS OF IDLENESS : a series of juvenile poei»«, 
original and translated, by the Right Hon. Loro Rtroit , 
thiid edition^ i voL islmo. price 6 fr. To which is 
added the Critique of the Edinburgh Reviewers, which 
latter elicited from his Lordship the poem of ^^ English 
pards and Scotch Reviewers.^^ The *' Hours of Idle- 
ness '' have since been brought up by the noble author, 
and it is almost impossible to obtain a copy of them in 
England, at any price. 

ENGLISH BARDS and SCOTCH REVIEWERS, 
a satire, and other suppressed Poems, by the Right Hon. 
Lord Btron, third edition, i vol. lanio. price 6 fr. — ^ 
This work is so scarce in London, that copies liavc sold 
for five guineas and upwards, 

THE CURSE OF MINERVA, a poem, by the Right 
Hon. Lord BviiaN, third edition, lamo. price 3o sous. 
This satire has never been published in England. 

MAZEPPA, a Poem, by the Right Hon. Lord Btron, 
third edition, i vol. lamo. printed on vellum paper, 
price 3 francs. 

DON JUAN, a poem, by the Ri^ht Hon. Lord 
Btron, second edition, i vol. lamo. printed on vellum 
paper, price 6 franca. 

.LETTER TO — -, ON THE REVEREND W. L. 
BOWLffi' I^TRICTURES ON THE LIFE AND 
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WBITINGS OF POPE, by the Rigkt Hon. lon^ 

Btroit, I vol. lamo. printed on TeHum paper, price B fr. 

MARINO FALIERO, DOGE OF VENICE, an 

ystorical tragedy, in 5 acts, with aotes, by the Right 
Hon. Lord Rtroit, i vol. lamo, printed on Tellain 
paper, price 6 fr. 

THE PROPHECY OF DANTE, a poem, by the 
Right Hon. Lord Btrost, iyoI. lamo. printed on 'vellom 
paper, price a fr. 5o c. 

BEPPO, a Vcnitian story, by the Right Hon. Lord 
^TRoif, limb, price a fr. 

THE VAMPYRE, a tale, and edition, i vol. lamo. 
printed on vellum paper, price 3 fr. — This is a most ter- 
rific and interesting tale, and was given out as Lord 
Btron^s on its late publication in London. 

COMPLETE WORKS OF THOMAS MOORE, 
£sQ. in 6 thicK. vols. lamo, price onlt4o fr. ; printed on 
vellum paper, and accompanied with a Portrait and a 
Sketch of his Life: containing LalJaRookh; Odes and 
l^isties; Two-penny Post Bag; Irish Melodies; Sacred 
Melodies ; Naiional Melodies ; M. P., or the Blue Stock- 
ing ; Fudge Family; Odes of Anacreon; Little's Poems, 
and a very great number of Canzonets, Songs, etc. etc. 
This is the only uniform edition of Mr. Moore's works 
^ver yet published; and when it is considered that the 
Melodies, Canzonets, etc., about 3oo in number, have 
never before been printed but with the accompanying 
music, which, without exaggeration, amounts to ten 
times the price of this entire edition, the advantages now 
oflercd to the public are so evident that further expa- 
tiating on the subject must be unnecessary. — The first 

5 volumes, price 3a francs, may be had without the sixth 
Tolnme, containing Anacreon and the poems of Little, 
which is sold separately, price 8 francs. 

THE POETICAL WORKS OF SIR WALTER 
SCOTT, containing the- Lay of the Last Min&trel^ 
Marmion; Lady of the Lake; Thomas the Rymer; 
Rokeby ; Harold the Dauntless ; the Lord of the IsJes ; 
the Bridal of Tri^rmain; ihe Vision of Don-Roderic^ 
tlie Field of Waterloo; Songs, Ballads, Fragments, 
and Miscellanies, 7 vols. lamo. elegantly printed, price 
only 39 fr., one third the price of tK London edition. 
"E. ABBOT, by Sir Walter Scott, 3 vols. lamo. 
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elegantly pHrited; owtT i3 francs, one ^third tiic price 
of the London edition. 

KENILWORTH,aRomance,bySirWALTERScoTT', ^ 

3 yols. i^mo, elegantly printed, price only i3 fr., lessthail 
vne third the price of the London edition. ' ^ 

ITALTf, by Lady Morgan, elegantly printed in 3 
thick vols. lanio, pHce only a5 fr., one fourth of the price * 

of the London edition. 

ANECDOTES OF PARIS, i toI. i8mo. price 5 fr, ^ 

•PHILIBERT, a poetical romance, by T.'C. Grattan^ 
1 vol. 8vo. printed on vellam paper, price la fr. This 
poem bitis fair to add considerably to the author's al- 
ready well acquired reputation. 

CAMPAIGNS OF THE DUKE OF WELLING- 
TON, from the storming of Seringapatam to the battle 
of Waterloo, Printed in French and English by Didot, 
and embellished veith a4' engravings and an equestrian 
Portrait of the illustrious Hero, beautifully executed by 
the celebrated J. Duplessi Bertauz, who, in his parti- 
cular style, stands without a competitor. These splen- l. 
d\d illustrations are accompaiiicci by literary descrip- p 
tions in the two languages, drawn from the highest an- V 
thorities, i vol. folio, printed on royal velluu paper, . 
price i5o fr. boards, or 3oo fr. on lar^e paper, with proof V 
impressions of the plates. To obviate the trouble of , Ji i 
carriage, copies will be delivered in London, free or m ' 
all expense, for 6A 8^., or la/. i6s. large paper. ^ | 

BRITISH LIBRARY, bein^ an eiiensive selection 
from the most admired authors m the English language, 
in prose and verse, 68 numbers, lamo., plates, ga fr. — 
This neat selection, published at less than one-lhird of 
the expense of the London editions, is uniformly printed,, 
and embellished with biographical sketches of the diffe- 
rent authors. ' 

THE FIELD OF W^ATERLOO, a poem by Sir 
Waltbr Scott, 3d edition, 8vo. price 4 fr. 

TRIAL OF MARSHAL NEY, translated ftom the v \ 

most correct reports, a number^, 8vo. embelKshed 
with a portrait, price 6 fr. This is the famous trial 'J 

Hrhich, at the time, excited such general interest. 

TRIAL OF SIR R. WILSON, CAPT, HUTCHIN- 
SON ANn MR. BRUCE, for facilitating the Escape of 
Lavalette. Translated from the iaost correct reports, ^*_ 

8vo. price 3 fr. 
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THE MODERN SPECTATOR, or EngJwh Hermit, 
by M. Galignani ^ consisting of moral and instructive 
Essays. 1 vol. lamo. price 3 fr. 5o c, 

COLL^XTION OF ANECDOTES, Memoirs, Poeti- 
cal Fragments, Bon Mots, etc., compiled by M. Galig- 
nani, i8mo. bound, price 3 fr. 

LAFONTAINE'S FABLES, now first translated 
from the French, by R. Thomson, 4 ^ol* 8vo. i3 fr. 

MEMOIR OF THE CAMPAIGN OF i8i5, dedi- 
cated to H. R. H. the Duke of York, by Andrew Halli-* 
day. I Tol. 8vo. price 6 fr. 

GALIGNANI'S 
ENGLISH LIBRARY, 

iVb. i8, rue F'wienne, near the Palais-Roy al^ Parzs. 

Where will be found for sale, on the most rea- 
«onable terms, a large Collection of French, Eng- 
lish, Italian, Spanish, and German Books ^ and 
particularly of valuable French editions and scarce 
works i together with a large Assortment oftraveU 
ling Maps of every part of Europe, 

English Gentlemen, wishing to make purchases 
^f books, will find great advantage in applying to 
•Messrs. Galignani, who will undertake to send them 
to England, (and to be paid for on their delivery, if 
preferred) at the rate ot one shilling and nine pence 
per pound weight, including duties and every other 
expense. Gentlemen may, by this means, have 
their books conveyed to Engtand, at a saving of 
more than 5o percent., with the greatest dispatch, 
as from their commercial connections and constant 
communication with England, Messrs. Galignani 
have it in their power to convey them on terms 
far more advantageous than other Booksellers in 
i^aris. Persons honouring them with their com- 
jnands ma^r rely on the greatest attention being 
paid to their orders. 

^READING ROOMS, where English, American, 
** ench, German, Italian, Spanish and Portagnese News- 



y Google 



FEW PUBLICATIONS. ^ 

I Hg • papers, are to be read by the Month or Fortn^ht, in an 
^-^ elegant Apartment on the Ground Floor, adjoining to a 
Garden, wherein Subscribers may read and walk. — ^Se- 
n yeral copies of all the London Daily and Weekly News- 
^/lI papcn 'will be found on the tables of the Heading Room 
' "^ —as well as several Irish, Scotch, and Provincial Papers, 
Price Currents, etc. ^ together with all the Quarterly and 
iDibi Monthly Publications, Navy and Army Lists, NewPub- 
fr- licaiions, etc, more than 30,000 vols., in English, 
^ French, Italian, and German, are likewise for the ser- 
M vice of the Reading Rnom and the accommodation of 
Sabscrtbers. Terms, Hl fr. per Fortnight, 6 fr. per 
Month, or lo sous per day. — fhe English papers are re- 
ceived every morning at 9 o'clock, although tne regnlar 
Post only arrives four days in the week. — ^The same are 
lent out to read, three qays^ after they have been re- 
ceived, by the month or fortnight. — All such Gentlemen 
H. as frequent this Establishment are at liberty to have their 

Letters directed to the Librair. — ^A Book is kept of the 
**' arrivals and addresses of the English in Paris, to which 
V^ Gentlemen are respecifnlly requested to contribute. 
aoi Gentlemen attending the Library may receive any in- 
ilte formation they may require, so as to prevent imposition 
^^ being practised upon them. 

CIRCULATIING LIBRARY.— Twenty Thousand 
Volumes, in French, English, Italian, and German, are 
lent out to read, by the Month or Fortnight. — Printed 
Catalogues, with terms, may be had at the Library, 
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^ifl, GALIGNANFS MESSENGER 

^ {Published eweiy morning at 6 o'clock), 

qI This English Newspaper (commenced in 1814), is dfr* 

.L livered in Paris and its environs before breakfast time. 

'^ Price of Subscription for Paris, or any part of France, 

. free of postage, 5 fr. per Fortnight j 9 fr. 5o c. for one 

W Month ; a5 Ir. for 3 Months ; ^6 fr. for 6 Months, and 

tf 38 fr. for I Year. One franc per quarter must be aoded, 

a to receive it ffee through Italy, Switzerland or Grer- 

[. many.— Single numbers^ 10 sous each. 

f The greater part of this Paper is dedicated to English 

* News, and the remainder to French and Foreign, with 

the Debates of the Chambers of Peers and Deputies. 

XTic English Kcwi^is ftyiWa^^y cxtracccd frow stU th«- 
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London Journals, as well Ministerial *as Opposition. It 
contains the Parliamentary Debates, Reports of the 
Conrts of Justice, Commercial News, and State of the 
Markets, Naval and Miiiury Intelligence^ the Price of 
Stocks and Exchange, Baifirupts, Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths, Fashionable Movements, etc. etc., as well as a 
cbort Analysis of Theatrical Criticism. 
' The extensive patronage with which the Mes^ehger 
is honoured, renders it incumbent on the Proprietors to 
use every energy to improve its claims to the Public 
fav<ft'. They pledge themselves that it shall ever be found 
what it purports to be — a faithful record and chronicle 
Qf facts and opinions. 
ADVERTISEMENTS are received for insertion. 



GALIGNANPs LITERARY GAZETTE 

(Published euery Sunday morning) ^ 
Compiled from all the best Quarterly and Periodical 
English Reviews and Magazines, contains': i. Critical 
Analysis of New Works published in English, relative 
to Arts, Sciences, History, Biographv, Agriculture, Com* 
merce, etc. etc. j a. Biographical Memoirs of Persons 
distinguish^ by their talents and public merits; 3. Li- 
terary intelligence. Notice of Works projected and in a 
state of forwardness, List of New Publications, etc. \ 
4. Miscellanedus Articles On all subjects connected with 
Polile Literature, Discoveries, Impr6vements, Philoso- 
phical Researches, Rural Economy, Scientific Inven- 
tions, etc, \ 5. Original Anecdotes and Letters, Poetry, 
Review of British Drama and Theatricals. — Such is 
tlie general outline of this Weekly Paper, whicli, by 
communicating Ihe earliest literary intelligence, must 
prove of the greatest importance to the Public at large. 

Price of Subscription — i Montli, 5 fr.; 3 Months, i3 fr. j 
6 Months, aa fr. ; and i year, 4^ f^* free of postage 
through the French Kingdom^ i fr. per quarter musi 
be added to have it free out of France. 

Price to Subscribers to the daily MsssEirGERy op« 
Month, 4 fr. ; three Montluy 11 fr. ; six Months^ 18 fr. ; 
one year, 3a fr, 
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